
Winning combinations…
The College offers a Sports 
and Exercise Performance 
degree course either on its 
own, or with business or 
event management, as well 
as a foundation degree
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Mark’s top 

S I D E L I N E S

✦ STUDENT JOE IACOBUCCI has been awarded the Seabrook Scholarship 
2009 at Writtle College. 

Joe, from Ipswich, will receive £3,000 a year to attend the two-year 
Foundation Degree in Horticulture with Landscape Construction, having 
achieved his National Award with distinction in Horticulture and Garden 
Design at Otley College, Suffolk. 

The scholarship is sponsored by Easy Gardener gardening products and 
named after gardening writer and broadcaster Peter Seabrook, a former student 
and Fellow of the College, who writes a weekly gardening column in The Sun.

It is awarded by a judging panel to a student who is able to demonstrate a 
commitment to, and excellence in, practical and applied horticulture.

✦ WRITTLE COLLEGE IS HELPING secure the future of an extremely 
rare, endangered wildflower – the Sickle-leaved Hare’s-ear which is believed 
to grow at just one site in Britain, a small roadside area to the west 
of Chelmsford. A member of the carrot family, it was first recorded in the UK 
by Victorian botanists.

The plants do not reproduce easily, and the School of Sustainable 
Environments has been gathering seeds 
under licence, propagating new plants, 
and planting them back in the wild.  

Project leader Alan Roscoe, said: 
“As far as we know, the plant is now 
only found in the wild at the Essex site 
and is, arguably, Britain’s rarest plant. 
We have increased the wild population 
by a massive 38 per cent!”

John Cullum, senior lecturer in the 
School of Horticulture, has been 
contributing his expertise in seed 
germination and horticulture degree 
student Gillian Butcher looked at ways 
of overcoming the plant’s seed 
dormancy as her final year dissertation.

✦ VALENTINE’S DAY ROMANTICS could be 
boosted by a greenhouse project at Writtle College!  

Students have worked with local plant breeders 
Seedlynx of Maldon to grow a new range of winter 
flowering sweet peas under glass with an August / 
September planting enabling harvesting by February 14, 
one of the biggest days for florists. 

The sweet peas grew well without supplementary 
heat, other than frost protection, and achieved excellent 
quality and stem length. Undergraduate and 
postgraduate horticulture students managed the trial, 
and professional floristry students made innovative use 
of the flowers. “Our trials indicate winter-grown sweet 
peas have commercial potential, especially with growers 
feeling the pinch from high energy costs,” said Simon 
Hart, senior lecturer in commercial horticulture. 


